
Reaction to Emalahleni Local Municipality Draft IDP/Budget Community Outreach 

Presentation 

Emalahleni Informal Settlement Cluster: 07/05/2020 

Emalahleni Informal Settlement Cluster (also known as MASCOM) is a coalition currently made 

up of 12 informal settlement communities in Emalahleni. They include Coronation, Jooma Farm, 

Spring Valley, Five Shaft, Masakhane, Benicon, Lindokuhle, Somgodla, KaMgewana, El Paso, 

Magagula and Mkataneni. Our objective is to realise improved community participation, 

especially in informal settlement communities, in order to influence decisions at municipal level 

concerning our development interests.  

Most of our communities do not enjoys constitutionally guaranteed rights, particularly socio-

economic rights, such as access to water, sanitation and safe and reliable energy. This submission 

will focus on few aspects raised in the presentation by the Executive Mayor, Cllr. L.M Malatjie, 

titled Emalahleni Local Municipality: Draft IDP/Budget Community Outreach Presentation, 

dated May 2020. The presentation was also broadcasted on Emalahleni FM, on 06 May 2020 

between 18:00 and 19:00. MASCOM would like to use this opportunity following the invitation 

for public comments concerning the presentation. 

Firstly, we would like to commend the Emalahleni Local Municipality for considering alternative 

means to consult the public in light of the constraints placed by the corona virus – Covid-19. We 

appreciate the opportunity to be allowed to present this submission.  

1. In your introduction section of the presentation you mention the impact of Covid-19 

pandemic on municipal socio-economic profile. It would be appreciated if you could 

expatiate on what are the projections and its meaning to informal settlement 

communities in Emalahleni.  

 

2. We note the reprioritisation of the budget towards, inter alia, water and sanitation as a 

response to Covid-19. This is welcome and we would appreciate if the implementation 

plan could be made publicly available in order for us to be able to monitor 

implementation and raise concerns or support the municipality where appropriate 

though relevant mechanisms.  

 

3. The presentation also raises the issue of unemployment rate. It would be appreciated to 

get an understanding of the municipality’s plan to address this situation, also considering 

the Covid-19 pandemic effects. We hope that whatever initiatives that will be instituted 

will be conducted in a transparent and fair procedure. We raise this because we are 

concerned about allegations of nepotism in the municipality, with the Witbank News 

report article in January 2020 implicating very high ranking officials. In the report the 



Mayor undertook to launch an investigation into the matter. It will be appreciated if we 

could be informed of progress on the matter, or advised on how or where to get access 

to the report.  

  

4. We are interested in knowing if the municipality has any plans to uphold its constitutional 

obligation (section 152(b) of the Constitution of South Africa, 1996) to provide, at least, 

basic sanitation services for informal settlement communities. The Covid-19 pandemic is 

a wake-up call indicating that such basic services can no longer be relegated to the lowest 

rank in the municipal priority list.    

 

5. We have noted with concern how municipal infrastructures has been subjected to 

vandalism and theft in our communities, regarding water in particular in informal 

settlements. The Emalahleni Informal Settlement Cluster condemn such acts and lament 

the loss experienced by the broader community. Spring Valley is one of the worst case 

scenarios in our experience where generators and solar panels related to ensuring water 

access were stolen or vandalised. We are interested in working with the municipality in 

contributing towards devising means to put a halt on such practices. This negatively 

impacts on the efforts to overcome the backlog.   

 

6. The presentation makes mention of a subsidy of a total of R265.68 for indigents. How are 

informal settlements residents benefitting from this programme, beside on water 

provision which will be at R31.90 in the 2020/2021 financial year? Besides Masakhane 

where electrification of the area is still underway, none of the member communities 

constituting Emalahleni Informal Settlement Cluster enjoy any other basic service, except 

water to some extent.  

 

7. The municipality is planning to purchase three water cars/trucks (100000 litres) at R6 000 
000. We seek clarity on whether these truck are intended to supplement the provision of 
water in areas that receive water through trucks and water tanks. If so, will the new trucks 
operate alongside the outsourced water service provision that currently exist, or the plan 
is to revise the system and insource the service?  

 
8. The presentation reflects capital projects from Nkangala District Municipality. Among 

others is the VIP toilets and septic tanks budgeted at R500 000. We would appreciate if 
you could clarify what this is exactly and how it will benefit informal settlement 
communities in particular. Most informal settlement communities do not have any 
government sponsored sanitation service. Those who were fortunate enough to have the 
toilets constructed by the municipality few years back, have not received any support to 
have them drained when they are full. We will appreciate if this budget will be addressing 
this deficiency.     

 



9. Could the municipality elaborate on what this project, “IRDP PH1/Isibuko Se Africa/Town 
Planning/Naauwpoort”, entail and who are the intended beneficiaries?  
 

10. The Emalahleni Informal Settlement Cluster also notes that the municipality intends to 
have more units constructed, left by Vuka Magagula, in Duvha Park. Some community 
members form Benicon and El Paso recall that they were informed in the past that they 
would be among the identified areas to benefit. Unfortunately, when the time for 
allocations came the undertaking was not fulfilled. We need clarity on whether qualifying 
residents from these communities are earmarked to benefit this time.  

 
11. It would be appreciated if the municipality could provide clarity on what the following 

project entails; “Informal Settlements TSSN (1000units) Siyanqoba All wards”. 
 

12. Lastly, we wish to enquire if the municipality has identified any other informal settlements 
beyond Thubelihle Ext 5 for upgrading under the Informal Settlement Upgrading 
Programme, even if it is not budgeted in the 2020/2021 financial year.  

It would be appreciated if we could receive a response in writing. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Elizabeth Motloung (Acting Coordinator)  
On behalf on MASCOM  
076 655 2529/0761828682  
motloungelisabethkb@gmail.com 
(unsigned due to electronic transfer) 
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