
GOVERNING THE FUTURE CITY:
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF GOVERNANCE INNOVATIONS IN LARGE-SCALE 
URBAN DEVELOPMENTS IN SHANGHAI, LONDON AND JOHANNESBURG



Motivations, key questions and objectives

• Investigate social innovations in the context of large-scale 
urban developments

– Large proportion or urban development in different world 
regions is taking place in mega-urban projects

– Important sites of experimentation (jurisdiction, long-term)

• What kind of urban political future is being put in place?

• Understand to what extent these innovations can 
contribute to more open, responsive governance of cities

– Ask this question across three different cases with different 
political orders

– Navigate tensions



Motivations, key questions and objectives

• Thinking about transnational methods
– Comparative approach: Focus on individual cases (the 

particular, but also rooted in a transnational 
understanding)

– Tie the threads, explore the linkages, bringing places 
into conversation

– Commonalities and differences

• Action-research

– Strong policy relevance

• 3 projects – different models of urban 
development yet similar challenges



(The Great Leap Upward: China’s Pearl River Delta then and now – The Guardian, 10 May 2016)
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LINGANG
SHANGHAI



(Source: Shanghai – new harbour City – Luchao https://vimeo.com/7150008, video from 2003)

https://vimeo.com/7150008


(PowerPoint Presentation Lingang Overview: Facts and questions, Xiang Luo – 24 April 2016)
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OLD OAK AND PARK ROYAL
LONDON



(Source: Old Oak and Park Royal Corporation, www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuorrYi_VMs, uploaded on 15 Jan 2016 )

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuorrYi_VMs
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STADIUM

(Source: A new stadium in the heart of the local community, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXRtFOyKmhw , uploaded on 15 Jan 2016 )

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXRtFOyKmhw


CORRIDORS OF FREEDOM
JOHANNESBURG



(Source: Corridors of freedom, www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPvnFMpo18g, uploaded on 12 August 2015)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPvnFMpo18g
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(https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc/land-opdc-area-0)






